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Abstract

We present a case report which ultra fast computed tomography (UFCT) revealed the usefulness for
evaluating a patient with pulmonary embolism (PE). He was 71 vears old male. He complained an

uncomfortable of his chest with pain of his right back. He had also edema at his right leg, breathlessness
and fever. When he admitted our hospital, the blood pressure was 94/70mmHg, and PaO» was 59mmHg

(room air). The perfusion scan showed wedge-shaped multiple defects in bilateral lung fields. Based on
the results of clinical examinations, PE was considered. and thrombolytic therapy was conducted.
Enhanced UFCT revealed “filling defects” suggesting emboli in pulmonary trunk and left inferior
pulmonary artery. We recognized disappearrance of emboli by the thrombolytic therapy. UFCT provided
not only the information of the presence of emboli but also the condition of the lung fields and the right

heart overload. UFCT is an effective, noninvasive method to detect PE, even in the peripheral vascular

zone. It can play the role of a screening examination in detecting pulmonary emboli.
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