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medical records, with the help of information networks as its infrastructure, began to replace conventional,
1. e, analog data such as papers and films.

However, mere use of standardization technology does not enable sharing information. Design of
medical informatics system forces users to devote themselves as well as requiring a great amount of
investment for that. Integrated the Healthcare Enterprises (IHE) was given birth in order to resolve
these implementation related problems.

IHE has been initiated in the United States and at present expanded its activity to Europe and Asia. It
respects clinical workflows in hospitals and proposes a collection of integration profiles making the best of
standardization technology. These profiles have been largely implemented in clinical settings, which are
called “Success Stories” in IHE and they are open public in Japan as well as in the United States. The
comparison about the applied profiles and actors in the success stories from these two countries, was
conducted. In short, profiles concerning clinical workflows are commonly used in both countries; on the
other hand, in Japan, profiles concerning IT infrastructure tended to be applied, whereas profiles
concerning “contents” were frequently implemented in US. These differences were considered to reflect
the differences of security systems, and national extensions have been tailored for this purpose, as well as

the chronological differences of success stories.

These results could suggest the future directions which IHE Japan should be bound to.

Key words : THE, success story, National Extention
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